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A. SERMON. 



Psalm LX : 3, 4, 5. *' Thou hast showed thy people hard things : Thou hast made us to 
'imh the wine of ^astonishment: Thou hast given a Banner to them that fear thee, that it 
may be displayed because of the truth, (Selah I) that thy beloved may be delivered. Save, with 
% right hand, and hear me/" ' 

The principle of non%r«sistance is beautiful, but not always practicable. A 
generous^foe, who can appreciate the noble and magnanimous, may readily be 
iisarmed by peaceful firmness. If, when he has smitten thee on thy right 
check, thou turn to him the other also, his hand will be paralyzed ; he cannot 
strike again. But when you have a treacherous enemy, who cannot under- 
stand your patient forbearance,— who meets all your pacific advances by curses 
and blows,— then the instincc of self-defense demands, justly, that force should 
oe repelled by force. And in the ensuing contest, it is your privilege to in- 
^ke the blessing of God upon your arms. Even the Prince of Peace once 
wuud it necessary to say to his followers : //e that hath no sword, let htm 
«f« his garment and buy one." 

Periods justifying the repetition of that direction, sometimes occur in the 
Jistory of nations. They are periods when all righteous measures for pre- 
serving peace have been used in vain ; when the honor, the property, the 
existence of the nation is imperiled. At such times "An appeal to arms, 



and to tho God of Hosts, is all that is loft us." In 1776 wo fought for the 
cstahluhmcnt of a free government ; wo arc now struggling for the mainten- 
once of a free government. King George assailed us, becauso he deei'ned us 
feeble, and unable to resist oppression ; Kni(f Davis marches upon us, because 
he thinks us too cowardly to defend our liberties. To tho British Monarch 
we showed, that though few and unarmed, wo were strong in a holij cause; 
and to the Southern Tyrant we arc to prove that, though peaceful, wo are 
courageous, when tho same caase is endangered. Now, as then, every man 
IS called upon to give his money, his voiou, his arm — yea, and his fi/c, if 
required, in dftfon.so of j/iborty and l*](iuality. Now, i\h then, we are called 
upon to show to the world that our Declaration of ladej^endence was made in 
earnest I 

Under existing circumstances, the language of the text needs but slight 
modification to bo entirely appropriate lo our own use : God has showed hi.s 
people, here in Amorioi, hard tliin^.s; ho has njade us to drink the wine of 
astonisiiment ; he has given us a I5.v\neii — 'aye ! the glorious Star Spangled 
13 inner; he ha.s givon it to us, mU, merely to he flaunted upon the breeze on 
gala days, bat- that, it; may bi di><playod because of the truth. If we faith> 
fully tlis[>lay tint JJ inner wherever U oiiqht to he unfurled, we shall be deliv- 
ered by tho right hand of the Lo'-d Ood of Hosts. 

Those different thoughts [ propose to unfold before you, in tho order in 
which they st;.nd. Jxecall, 

I. The ITtrd tliinji^ tlii.t h ive her.n showvl to the American iJcoplc. 

Although w« have been in nutnerous particulars remarkably blest, we have, 
also, been called to pass through many trying scenes. It was hard for our 
forefathers to leave their coinfortable homes in the old world, to cross the 
stormy Atlantic in unsoaworthy vessels, and iu mid-winter, to land as unpro- 
tected Pilgrims, upon thj inhospitable shores of a continent whoso only in- 
habitants were ruthless barbarians. It war* hard for them to struggle for 
years, as tliey did, with treacherous Indians who wore continually conspiring 
against their lives, and before wiiose arrows many of thum fell. 

It was hard for them to receive but little sympathy, and much opprGsSsion, 
from their mother-land. Our nation passed tin-ough many, many hardships, 
in its infancy. And then during adolusconcc, what dlHicuities were to bo 
surmounted, what dangers to be met, what foes to bo overcome! Evl-u after 
the American people had carved out for theniscK-es homes in the new worh', 
the Lord showed them " hard thin.cs," in .suffering the oppre.ssions and wrongs 
of Englatid to accumulate so greatly as to necessitate the Kcvolutionary War, 
in which for eight long years, brothers were arrayed again.st brothers. Those 
were tho "days that tried nsen's souls I" Our fathers came out from the war 
exhausted, embarrassed, and almost destitute of the nieaus of subsistence ; 
bu^),they came out Fkekmkn I 

This is not the time nor place for recounting all our national trials. They 
have been numerous and great. Out of them all the Lord has thus far de- 
livered us ; and amid them all he has signally bleat us. Against the Indian, 
the Frenchman, the Briton, and the iMcxican, we have fought until victory 
perched upon our standards. In wars, just or unjust, we never have been 
vanquished. 

liut now comes the hardest of all our trials. Our " hrethrcn have dealt 
deceitfully as a brook." Those in whom we have trusted ; by whose side )ye 
have walked in peace and fought in battle ; those who have met with us m 
our national councils; whose virtues we have extolled, and who.se failures and 
faults, we have, most of us, endeavored to screen from the .scornful glances ot 
an indignant world ; — thc^c men have arisen in arms against us ; these wen 



with traitorous hands, have robbed the nation of territory, treasure, munitions 
of war, forts, arsenals, and other public works ; and worst of all, they have 
defrauded us of our peace and prosperity, our self-respect and our good name 
anionir the nations of the earth. 

Yetthey arc plotting still deeper wrongs, still more daring treason. With 
the spirit of Oain, who slew his unoffendmg brother, they arc thirsting for 
our blood, — tlio blood of their brethren, — their brethren who never have 
wronged thoin ! They are thirsting for it,— aye ! and some of them have 
tasted it ah-endy. A merciful Providence shielded the hei'oic garrison of Fort 
Suintor ; as thou}?li to give murderous secessionists time for further reflection, 
before levelling again deadly weapons at the hearts of thoir brothers. But 
those wiiiipons have been pointed once more, — ^and this time with fatal effect. 
Our defendi^rs, while peacefully marching to protect the capitol from invasion, 
were nssuiiltcd and slain in the streets of Baltimore. 

Od t!iG 19th of April, 1775, in Lexington, was tlie first blood shed in the 
llcvolutionay war. On the lOtli of April, 1861, in Ikltimore, was the first 
blood shed in the new struggle for Republican government. And in both in- 
stances, the Old Bay State'furnishcd the initiatory sacrifice.* All honor to 
Massachusetts ! May the blessing of Grod attend her and her brave sons for- 
ever I 

The war is actually her/un, and begun by the Rebels ! President Lincoln's 
proclamation is, by no means, a Dcclafation of War. He does not call upon 
us to invade the proper territory of cur fratricidal foe. He calls ©n us to des 
fend our government, to secure its possessions and to enforce its laws. W"e 
arc to do this by peaceable means, if we can ; by forcible, if we must. As yet, 
not a single position has been regained, not a single law enforced upon the 
rebels. Instead of laying down their arms, and giving up the public proper- 
ty seized, they have robbed the nation of more forts, treasure, arms and ter«> 
ritory, and have proceeded to blood-shed! Truly the Lord has showed us 
"hard things" ! It is hard, hard indeed, to be thus plunged into a most 
causeless civil war. And we have shrunk from it, and have sought to avert 
the calamity, until all manly and righteous means have been exhausted. And 
novr \VQ must fight. There is no alternative, but in ignominious submission 
to tyranny. 1 trust we should, all of us, be willing to slied our hearts' blwod, 
iicfore accepting that altoniativo ! What is life worth withonUiherty ? What 
is this government worth, if it is to be administered othorwiye than according 
to the consent of the governed? The Lord hfs showed us. many hard things, 
but all irisl e;il;unities would be richest hlessinfrs. combared with the surrender 
01 our fi'-e principles and the cra.mre of the 3)eciarat.ion of Lidcpendeuce, 
at the niiuidate of Traitors ! 

n. We have been made ''to drink the louie of astonishment ^ 

The history of the Anierlciui Republic is without parallel. No other na> 
(iou Ikis been so grievously wronged, so triumphantly victorious, so thorough- 
ly inde|ic'i)dent, and so greatly blesst-d of God, as our own. Our ai:'.ials are 
■'. continui'd lecordof wonders. 

It is a wonder, that a handful of persecuted Puritans could have laid the 
<'ouudaiio!is of so vast a Republic ! 

It IS a wonder, that sueh varied materials, brought from ail parts of the 
world, should have been built .so ,suece>sfully into the superstructure ! 

ft is a wonder, that the Americm Eagle, with but luilf-grown talons, should 
twice have vanquished the British Liotri 

It is a wonder, that without a standing army, or what any European nation 

*U is also said, that the firs' man who lell dead in the streets of Baltimore, -was a lineal descend- 
ant of tlic first n)an shot ai, .Ijnxi{i5tQ.n.^ A^.st.riking coincidence ! 
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would call a poworful naval force, we have thus far been able to repel all our 
foes, enlarge our borders according to our pleasure, and make our name hoQo 
ored and feared the globe around ! 

It is a wonder, that without any royal patronage, we have made such as* 
tonishing advances in the arts and sciences ; and that without a National 
Church, Religion has been so heartily cherished and so readily maintained in 
its outward manifestations ! 

It is a wonder that, up to the year 1860, the people of these United States 
should have passed through a peaceful re^rolution every four years. 

It is a wonder that, while the Lord has showed us so many "hard things," 
he should have enabled us to grow up through them all, to our present" di^ 
mensions! 

All these have been pleasant ingredients in our "wine of astonishment,"-- 
But during the past six months they have been intermingled with' elements 
most bitter. A party has now reached its culmination, that arose in 1828 
— the JDisuiion Party, It was born in Charleston, S. C, and came 
near being killed when but four years old, by a certain native of that State, 
named Andrew Jackson !* Unfortunately the blow was not entirely fatal.— 
The Party recovered its strength, and has since been extending its influeace 
and augmenting its resources, until now it has become a formidable Power. 
This faction has always been intensely pro-slavery, making increasingly ex- 
travagant demands in behalf of its favorite institution, and threatening to dis- 
solve the Union, if its orders- were not promptly obeyed. And in every in- 
stance, I believe, they have been obeyed, either directly, or by compromise! I 
will not now enumerate those instances of obedience, nor speak of their bear- 
ing either on politics or religion ; but for further development of the subject 
I will employ the words of Hon, S. A. Douglas. Asks Mr. Douglas, in his 
patriotic speech at Springfield, (III ,) on the 25th of April; "At what time, 
since the government was organized, have the constitutional rights of the South 
been more secure than now ? For the first time since the Constitution "'as 
adopted, there is no legal restriction against the spread of slavery in the Ter- 
ritories. .When was the Fugitive Slave Law more faithfully executed? — 
What single act has been done to justify this mad attempt to overthrow the 
Republic ?" Let that last question be repeated : " What sivyle act has been 
done to justify the mad atiempt ?" 

What can be more astonishing than that a portion of the Southern States 
should have so causelessly opened the floodgates of civil war? If anything 
can be more so, it is this : that they should seek to justify themselves in their 
rebellion ; that they should consider themselves persecuted and oppressed ; 
that they should compare themselves to the Revolutionary heroes ; that, 
while disregarding every principle of justice and morality, they should confi- 
dently appeal to the Bible as their warrant, and to God both as their witness 
and their defender ! 

But these things do not complete the catalogue of wonders. What amazing 
folly for these rebellious Southerners to conclude, because a large and influ- 
ential party at the North were opposed to the policy of the present adminis- 
tration, that, therefore, they are traitors like themselves! Thank liod ! tbev 
are mistaken on that point ! We are a unit at the North in the cause of our 
country. On various questions of governmental duty and policy we doubtless 
differ still ; but we are none of us so base, or so insane, as to rejoice over a 
mutilated constitution, a dissevered and conflicting nation, and a flag dis- 

• Singularly enough, the Now Am. Cyclopaedi.! assigns Nonh Carolina as the State of Jackson's 
nativity. He was horn at Waxhaw Settlement, AVu/A Carolina, i See Statesman's Manual, Vol. I, 
p. 071, etal.) In liis Jamous Proclamation, (Dec. 1 1th, 183iJ), he addresses the people oF South Car- 
olina as, ••Fellow citizens of my native State !" Surely he kne:v where he was born ! The mistake 
Of the CyclopaediD probably arose from the fact that "Waxhaw is near the State Hue. 



honored and trampled in the dust. Tho Southern Rebels iinq[uestionably 
consider one-half of us traitors, the other half tyrants, and all of us cow- 
ards. Before the year 1861 is buried with the past, they shall discover their 
mistake! It has been well said that the only aid Southern Rebels may ra** 
tionally expect from the North will be cmnon^ade. They shall have as much 
of that as is necessary ! 

Yet, seriously, how astonishing is the delusion of the secessionists relative 
to the character and principles of Northern men. Because we are wealthy, 
they think us utterly corrupt ; because we are industrious, they judge us to 
\be slavish ; because we listen to all they have to say in defense of their insti* 
tutions» and have also granted in full their oftentimes exacting demands, they 
think we will let them do anything they may choose ; because we will not 
fight duels, and because we shrink back from declaring war for any trivial 
causo, thoy brand us as cowards. 

Has not God sent upon them "strong delusion that they should believe a 
lie?" They seem to have no desiie whatever to learn the truth about any- 
thing. If anybody undertakes to tell them the truth, they hang him lAnd 
as to their boasted chivalry, I am beginning to think it a part of that same 
delusion. The very first warlike movement of the rebel army was certainly 
anything but chivalrous. The garrison at Fort Sumter, numbering in all but 
105, (including workmen and musicians,) was attacked by 8,000 troops. 
That garrison was at the point of starvation. All supplies had been cut oflf 
from Charleston. The mon had signified their willingness to evacuate the 
Fort upon honorable conditions. Under these circumstances the attack was 
made. And tho only assignable reason for such an unheard of proceedure 
was, that the U. S. Government proposed, by an unarmed vessel, to supply 
those starving men with food! While the barracks were burning, the guns 
IVoai Fort Moultrie cruelly continued to pour in red hot shot ! And it is said, 
by the Charlestonians themselves, that the "batteriea fired upon the rafts 
from which Major Anderson's men were passing up water to extinguish the 
flames!"* Yet, after all, the heroic garrison did not surrender, but simply 
evacuated Fort Sumter, on the terms originally proposed, prior to th«» com- 
mencement of hostilities, and marched out with colors flying, and drums 
beating, bringing away company and private property and saluting the Amer- 
ican Flag with fifty guns.f 

^ What now are we to think of "Southern chivalry?" Hot-headed, enthu- 
siastic, impetuous, fiery, dangerous, barbarous, murderous,— all these adject- 
ives aro appropriate to the rebel army ; but call them not chivalrous, after 
hearing the story of Fort Sumter ! Should this great government actually 
fall and perish, by the agency of such a force, it would be the wonder of 
wonders, and the cup of our astonishment would overflo'w ! 

III. God has given a Banner to llieni tltat fear Him, 
Kvery nation has its banner ; but not always as the gift of God. What is 
a banner ? Why should we care more for the American Flag than for any 
other piece of cloth ? The question has been asked, by some, why the nation 
should be plunged into war on account of a strip of striped and spotted bunt- 
Jog? Let me ask such men what a banner is? what it signifies? why we 
take pride in displaying our banner from flag-staffs, house-tops, church- steeples 
an d from all our public buildings of every kind? Why do we carry the Star 

}ii*n'ii^^°i" barracks were on lire, and the men were comFellcd to cover their faces with we 
Chi* rt *^ • ' "® ^^^^^ ^'^^^ "P°" ground t« avoid sufFocation, instead of sending a 

\ assistance to extinguish the flames, they rapidly increased their Are upon us, fi 

m/X ; .'i^' ^^^/^'"^ disixgard of every feeling of humanity.'' Extract from Major Andersen^s 
marks to tlie citizens of Taunton, Mass. 

t See Major Anderson's Official Report to the Secretory of War, April Igtb, 1861. 



Vow 



» 



6 

Spangled Banner in the vau of our armie.?, and why does it float from the 
mast-head of every American vessel ? Why did the cannon-balls, which, 
during the bombardment of Fort Sumter, were con.tinually aimed at the glo- 
rious flag flying abovo its battlements, seem to every patriotic heart to be 
aimed at that heart itself ? What does all this mean? Is it all a senseless 
idolatry, as some have not hesitated to affirm ? Or is it not indicative of 
something great and exalted ? Does it not reveal the existence of noble prin- 
ciples, truly patriotic feelings, and a just appreciation of the privileges we 
enjoy? 

Allow mo to unfold the meaning of the Americaw Flag. The thirteen 
stripes represent the original thirteen States ; the thirty-four stars on the 
field of blue, represent the thirty>four States now belonging to this Union.* 
And hence wherever that flag is borne it is the symbol of the United States. 
It ia also emblematical of the principles which they united to maintain. It is 
a memorial, too, of the struggles through which the Union was originated, 
and whereby it has been preserved hitherto. As wc gaze upon that beautiful 
banner of the American Eopublic, we think of the heroes of 70; we, call to 
mind their glorious Declaration of Independence, the great -^luirtcr of our 
liberties; wc remember tlieir sublime patriotism, their deeds of daring, their 
sufferincrs, their wounds, their final victorv. It brinjrs to mind the solemn 
compact whereby, in 17S9, dur fathers bound themselves and their posterity 
forever to abide by the Constitution of the United States of America. That 
Banner means all this, to one who gazes on it under.staudingly. It meant all 
this to Francis S. Key when, detained as a prisoner of war on board a Brit- 
ish frigate, (in 1814,) he was compelled to witness the unexpected -assault on 
Fort Mcllcnry by his country's foes. Through the long, dark night he 
watched, with beating heart, the flag of his native land, as it was from time 
to time disclosed to view by the glaring rockets and the bursting bombs. 
When, by the dawn's early light, he saw that flag, tattered and torn, but still 
proudly and defiantly ffoatiug over the patriot host, he composed the immortal 
song of the Star Spangled Banner;" a song familiar now to every Ameri- 
can liptaud heart. 

Ah ! The flag of our country is a sacred, as well as a national -jmblom ! — 
All over its broad folds are inscribed, in letters of light, God gtven truths, 
undying principles, hallowed memorie;? ! Our text telis us that Jehovah gave, 
in days of old , a banner to them that feared him. Is it irreverent to say that 
Freedom's Banner is also a gift from Him to this Christian natio!i ? That 
sacred standard is not to be spoken of lightly, as a worthless toy ' It is not a 
mere ovnainc\stal appendage. God gave it to this Republic for a holy purpose. 
He gave it, as"lio gave a banner to his ancient people, 

W. TJiat it mau he diHiiinjcd because (>f the truth. 

In times of poace we may, if we choose, roll it together, and unfurl it on- 
ly on the groat National holidays. Jiuj^when the great principles of which it 
is llie cmbletn, are endangered, he has a traitor's heart, who will not honor 
his country's flag by a public and enlhu.^iastic display of its colors. He lias 
a traitor s heart, I say, who docs not lovo the American flag; who does not glo- 
ry in seeing it float on the breeze; who will not defond it when assailed. 

Especially is this assertion true, in these days of high-handed rebellion, — 

* The National Flan was adopted June 11, 1777, and is "Made of biiiitiiig,3S feet fiy,aiid 'JO feet hoist, 
in thiitceii horizontal stripes of equal breadth, allernatelv red and white, heginninV with the red.— 
In the upper qsiarter, next to the stall', is tlie Union, composed of a nnmhor of white stars, equal to 
the n\iml)er oi States, on a blue lield, one-thiitl the length of the flag, extending to the lower edge 
wt the fourth red stripe frsm the top," (Army Regulations, § i:j5S.) Tne storm flag, the r'jciuitiuij 
tlag, and tlie first colors of all regiments, ai-e made alter this pattern, with slight niodilications, not 
„eccssary to be mentioned here, llegiment.'il and camp colors, standards and guidons are altogether 
tiillcrent from the uatioual llag. (See Army Ilegulatioiis, Article I.) 



days in which the Rattlesnake Flag* is flapped in the face of the Goddess of 
Liberty ; while those who carry it hiss : "SoiUJiern BigJits or secession^' I — 
Ah ! That Rattlesnake Flag is the Devil's gift to his own chosen people ; for 
he was the first Secessionist, and may well be supposed to take a. lively inter- 
est in that little State which so closely follows his example, by initiating se- 
cession from the most Christian government on earth. 

God has given us our banner, the emblem of civil and religious liberty : 
and ho commands us to display it because of the truth. To obey fknt umn- 
date will cost the shedding of blood, — the blood of our former friends and 
brothers ; pcrhnps the shedding of our own also ; yet it must b 3 obeyed ! AVc 
are commanded on the otiier hand, by the Southern Rebels, either to changi. 
the meaning of our national ensign, making it the emblem of oppression and 
tyranny ; or to stand quietly by and see stripe after stripe obscured, star after 
star fade away, splendor after splendor dimmed and lost forever! What shall 
be our choice ? 

If 

That fjlorious Ranncr has been honored and beloved in times of war and iu 
(imes of peace. When Washington, the Father of his country, presided over 
th(.; Convention by which the Constitution was framed, it was displayed above 
his venerated head. It has floated above all our Presidents. Reneafch it have 
stooJ Washington, Adams and Jefferson; Madison, Monroe, and John Quin- 
cy Adams ; Jackson and A^an Ruren ; Harrison and Tyler; Polk, Taylor 
and Fillmore ; Pierce, Buchanan, and Lincoln, Tstliaf. list complete ? Does 
the last President of the United States now stand beneath the American Flag Y 
Docs he appeal to its protecting folds in vain ? Forbid it. Heaven ! — Bereath 
that. Flag our National councils have sat for three quarters of a century. It 
is waving to-day from the Capitol-Dome at Washington. Shall it be dis- 
placed by the flag of the Rebellious Confederacy ? 

The Star Spangled Banner has been displayed in foreign ports, in oriental 
seas, amid arctic and antarctic storms and icebergs. It has been n)adcu fanul- 
iar sign to all the nations of the earth, being recognized everywhere as the 
emblem of a great Christian Republic. Shall it, divide its honors now with 
another flag, whose presence would continually reve.-d our weakness and dis- 
grace? Freedom's Banner has been carried successfully through a thousand 
battles at home and abroad; on land and on .sea. Shall it now bo cast to tho 
jrroand, stained, diijhoiiorod, torn assutidor, tranipled in tlio dust l>y Sourhcrn 
Kobols? It has been done already, — the dastardly docd,-- again nnd .'igain ; 
and even men who but recently . o(!(.'upi'!d seats in tho fj. S. Sonate. have 
vied with bullies and rutlians iu heaping insults up;")n the U. S, Fhi«r, fjccau.ic 
It was Frce(loin\s Batnirr! By the voice of indiLniant myriads, hv the voice 
of generations yet unborn, by the voice of (jlod who gave us tlint Banner, we 
are called upon to lift it from the dust, to shake out its auijjle folds and to 
display it again hccausi'. df the truth ! 

Our work as a .Model IJepuhlic is but half done. Wo are yet to show to 
the world that wo have cohesion and gnvM-tirnental power ; that wo are n«it a 
nicre voluntary as.sociatioii for the promotion of tempoi'ary intcre.-ls. — not a 
lucre debatin!:^ society, — but tiiat wc fu-e a veritable L^overiiinent, in which the 
majority rules through agencies established; by law and tl:at armed rebellion 
can be punished here as well as in a Monarchy. There are many other nubh.; 
tilings that we arc yet to do and prove, establish and enforce, as t!ie reco;^- 
rdzed champions of civil and religious liberty. God cannot have us stop wher^ 
we are, and defraud millions yet to come, of the blessin-is jrraute:! to us b^ 

'The Hag of South Caiolina, as everybody knows, bcar.sa Palmetto tree giiardoil by a .serpent. Diil 
noi -A serpeni and a tree also play a part iu the Seceislou ol Ad.im and Eve fron\ the Garden of Edcw 
auU the Uovei-nment oi God ? 
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his liberal hand. The great work of tho American Republic musfc go on, even 
th' jgh the march of Freedom should sweep thousands of rebels into the jawB 
. death ! The selfish and imaginary interests of a few hundred thousands, 
must give way to he real interests of millions who now are, and of millions 
who hereafter shall be, interested in the maintenance of this free government, 
with all its mild, boneficient and Christian laws. 

We wilUiot dally ihen, nor tarry ; but **ln the name of our God ice will 
set up oiLv Banners y "We will elevate them again, wherever they have been 
cast down. Beginning with Fort Sumter, we will continue the heroic work 
until tho Stars and Stripes float once more above every fort, arsenal and navy* 
yard, of. which the rebels have robbed us ! Yes! and let the work goon, 
until the eyes of every Southern man, in city, village, and hamlet, become 
thoroughly accustomed to the significant splendors of the National Standard; 
until every Southern voice can sincerpjly speak those words of energetic pat- 
riotism which we arc so proud to utter. 

"Flag of tho free heart's, only home : 

X^y anjrcl-liands (o valor given ; 
Thi stars have lit the welkin domi. 

And all thy hues were born in Heaven. 
Forovor float that standard sheet 1 

Where breathes the foe — but falls before us, 
With Froodonis soil beneath our feet, 
And Freedom's Banner floaline o'er us 

V. Th> thy heloved may he delivered. 

When God has given a banner to a nation, (i. e. when he hau communicated 
to It certain great principles.) he requires it to uphold that banner bC" 
fore tho world, in the face of all opposition. If this is faithfully done, His 
blessing will follow ; He will deliver his heloved! All the hosts of Hell shall 
encamp against them in vain ! How often has God delivered those who have 
been true to the talents reposed to their keeping ! Many an instance of this 
might be cited from the history of the ancient Jews, and from that of modern 
Christian nations. The annals of our own Kepublic furnish numerous and 
striking e.xatnples of the way in which God holds his shield over those who 
manfully fijjht for the truth ! If the Banner of Freedom note falls from our 
grasp, it will be because we do not love it. If we suffer it to fall, God will 
suffer to fall ; and the banner, with all its streaming glories, He will give 
to some other nation. Italy, Hungary, even t^ssia, may become the honored ^^.^ 
staudurd-bearer ; for tho fires of liberty are already kindling over all their 
mountains. But we cannot relinquish our place in the van of Freedom's host. 
We mud Minintain our principles, and thus preserve our privleges. 

War is a terrible evil ; and its worst form is that of civil war. God fo^/vd 
that I shi,uld unnecessarily fan the spirit of war ! There \? no such thing as 
a righteous war, on both sides. But it is right, in defense of life, property, 
liberty, nri'l religion, to resist, even unto death. There are vvorso evils than 
war. DesjTOtisin is wor(?o. Anarchy is worse. The forfeiture, in any way, 
pf our inestimable privileges as citizens of a free .nation ; of our high and 
honorable name ; oi' our cherished principles ; of our noble enterprise and our 
exalted hopes ; — all this is infinitely worse than war! 

Thus has our Government itself ducided, after long exercise of forbearance 
toward those who fron> the first deserved the halter. Most delibeiately and 
reluctantly has tho decision been reached that an appeal must be made to arras. 
So vcy tardy were the first movements of the Government, that general dis- 
trust was arou.sed, and not a few even went so far as to say, that the Union 
ys'as not worth saving! Amid this time ot darkness and fear, when men'i 
hearts failed tiiem. and when despots and tyrants were beginning to point at 
us the finger of derision, and to laugh over our miserable failure — lo! the 



9 

Banner is displayed, symbol of all our national blessings, and around it at 
tho President's call, myriads are rallying. Tho days of '76 are paralleled. 
Everyj. minor difference is forgotten. Party lines are erased. We are all 
Democrats. We are all llepublieans. But one line of distinction is now 
drawn between men, that which classifies them as Patriots md Traitors / Tho 
banner is displayed because of the truth — the truth as held, by all liberty-lov- 
ing hearts; and since the mighty truth of Grod has been honored by us. He 
bestows a blessing already, even before we have struck a single blow io its be* 
half. Never before has there been manifested such cordial good will and af-* 
fectionato regard among men of all parties, sects and ranks, as is exhibited 
this day. Within two weeks past, we have sounded deeper wells of fraternal 
love, and have discovered stronger springs of genuine patriotism than we sup- 
posed were in existence ! The President called for 75,000 troops. In response 
the nation has placed at his disposal two millions of fighting men, supported 
by an aggregate offer of two hundred and ninety millions of dollars !* There 
is not another nation on the globe in which such a thing could be done ! How 
it testifies to the loyalty of the Americans to their Constitution and their laws ! 
What a display of patriotism ! What a grand rally of Freemen around Free^ 
dom's Banner ! 

Surely, the issue of a contest thus begun, oannot be doubtful or uncertain ! 
Perhaps the startled rebels v?ill pause, reflect, count the cost, and resolve to 
lay down their arms without a bloody and terrible collision. Yet it is to be 
feared that they are too thoroughly committed, and too drunken with treason, 
to retrace their steps at this late hour. I pray God that they may ! But if 
they still provoke the thunderbolts of Justice, those bolts will be hurled by a 
strong arm — and I believe that God will guide them to their destination, des- 
troy tlie traitors, and give his beloved a peaceful home again. 

Throughout the contest on which we have entered, it should be remembered 
that the war is not between rival nations, nor opposing poliilcal parties, nor 
contending sectfons. It is not even a war between the North and the South ; 
but it is a war between Patriots and Traitors! A maioritv of our Southern 
brethren, as we have reason to suppose, are still animated by patriotic feelings. 
But they are crushed down and silenced by an armed minority. This appears 
trom the illegal manner in which, in every seceded State, the ordinance of se- 
cession has been passed. The people have noAvhere had a fair opportunity of 
expressing their real sentiments, in this opinion we are confirmed by two 
tacts — viz: that the rebels find it so hard to raise the men and money needed; 
and that patriotic Southerners arc continually sacrificing their property for the 
sake of removing to the Northern States. Let it be remembered that tho 
war is between Patriots and Traitors. Let it, therefore, be, if possible, quick, 
sharp and decisive, that the majesty of the law may be vindicated ! 

For once, might and right are on the same side. Disbelieving in the "Di- 
vide right of Kings" to do wrong, we still hold to the words of Paul: "The 
powers that be, are ordained of God." and that tho Magistrate "Beareth not 
the sword in vain : for he is the minister of God ; a ravenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doetb evil." Our government is the best on earth. Its life is 
in danger ; hence the uL«e of the sword, at the command of the Chief Magis- 
trate, becomes a religious duty. If a religious duty, God will help us to dis* 
charge it; and "if God be for us, who can be against us?" If lie help us, 
we cannot fail ! 

American Libert i/ was born in I761f ; its knell shall not be tolled in 1861 ! 

•The estimate of.the^New York World. 

tin Felmiary, 1761, James Otis denounced British tyrannj' fo boldly, that John Adams, who was 
present, afterwards said : "Otis was a flame of fire ! Every, man of an immensely crowded audienie 
went away ready to take up arms. • • • • Then and there was the first scene of opposition to 
the arbitrary claims of Great Britain ; then and there Amerieau independence was horn! " 
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SoLDTKRS OP TiiB Ltght AnTiLLEiiY AND ZouAVE Cadets ! — The sermon 
preached this day ia for you. It has been my privilege to preach it, at your 
request, in the presence of this great congregation ; in the presence of your 
friends, parents, brothers and sisters, and others who arc probab'y nejircr and 
dearer still than thoy. 

I have endeavored t^o impress you with the conviction, that the cause in 
which you have embarked is righteous, and will be successful. I have, led 
by my text, rocountod the hard tilings that the Lord has showed us ; ana.iysed 
the wine of asionislimonfc he has made us to drink ; spoken with unfeigned 
cnthusiasMi of the Banner ho has given us ; exhorted vou to display it because 
of tlio truth and for the dcliyerance of his beloved. In all this I have been 
seriously in carncsl. Xai my words, thoujrli sometimes strongly indignant, 
have boon uttered, in tlio main, fjr the comfort of yourselves and these friends 
from wiiom you are so soon to depart for the exposures of the camp and the 
dangers of the field. When swords Hash, cannon roar and bullets rattU like 
hail, it will nerve your arm to be convinced, beyond a pcradventuro, that you 
iiYQ baUlm;/ Jw' the ri'jht. In that hour of strife, you can ^Yith clear con- 
science.? look aloft for God's blessing upon 'your arms. And during all the 
period of your absence, pious heart's here at home will be consistently, as well 
as earnestly praying for your success in the discharge of your perilous duties. 

We all shall pro)/ for yon. Brethren of tiie.Ghristian ministry ! shall we not 
pledge onrselves to pray for these valiant men? Forbidden by our office from bear- 
ing arms, (save in ilio iiour of dire necessity,) we are commanded to pray, iiivery 
Sabbafh day we shnll therefore send up our petitions to the God of Hosts m be; 
half of these defenders of civil and religious freedom. And there will be many 
lamily circle praying for you, soldiers, that you may bo brave and successful, 
and thae when your country's battles are fought and won, you may be restored 
to bind together once more those broken home-circles. And tiiare will be 
voieos lifted up in secret to our " Father who seeth in secret," that ho may 
" reward you openly ;"~-unsclnrfli petitions offered by loving, yet loyal hearts, 
that bleed to have you go. 

.Espousing sueh a cause, and followed by such prayers, do you not, each 
oue seem to hear the .Lord saying as he said to Joshua? "lie tiiou strong 
uud very courageous, that thuu muye.<t obst-rvc to do according to all the law; 

* for tiicu thou shult make thy way prosperous, and 

tlicn thou shalt have good success, l.iave not \ commaiuli'd thee ? .Bo strong 
and of a good courage; bo not afraid, neither be thou dismayed; for tht; 
]iOi\\ {\\y Go,.! is \vif,!i t!iee whiihcrsoin"'jr tliou jr'iest." 

Soldiens I you wilj be e.^por^ed to mauv dangcn-s in tlie campnign on wnicli 
you an- entering; buE the 'greatest- danger \vill be that of forgetting "the 
Gaptatii of ;;?o!ir s:ih'arion." " (^lleb. 11 TlO.) Me is the souree of all pow- 
er an 1 .r^rrongth. - For there is no power but of God." (Horn. XUl: 1-) 
Jh.' fai;hi"i{l in re.-idiiiir the scriptures! i»e steadfast in the discharge of all 
Ghri.^lian dutios! 8uH*ei- not the temptatioii.s usually incident to military life 
ti» en.'^nare your feel I You owe allegiance to God as well as to your country. 
Illustrious exampies are before you. of Christian warriors, ilemeniber that 
.'>neh \w\\ have lived as GromwuH. \Va.-^hii!,a:tiiM, Havelock, Vicars aud Gari- 
b.ildi, — men as strong in prayer as in battle ! 

If, in the hour deadly combat, your eye discerns, above the gory, glanc- 
ing sables, and glistening bayonets, above the scruggling, furious battalions, 
above tito wild wreaths of battle-smoke, the Star Spangled ]3anner. stiii 
waving proud deii:ince to the foe, your souls will be filled with fresh ardor, 
and your gallant arms will be nerved for fresh endeavor. But if you would 
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be fired by an enthusiastic courage that no foo on earth can resist, look still 

higher, above the battle's wild confusion, and discern by the eye of faith. Him 

who gave our country that glorious Banner, with all its precious meanings 

and hallowed memories ! 

Soldiers I wo must soon bid you farewell ! On the morrow you go to join 

tlie United States Army in regular service. We glory in your bravery ! We 

believe that every man of you is ready to lay down his life in defense of his 

country's rights and his country's honor. Tears may be shed — ayo ! many 

tears will bo shed, when the hour for your departure has come. Yet we none 

of us would bid you stay ! Bo not our hearts, also, burn with the fires of 

patriotism ? We bid you go ! Seek the rank where dangers are thickest ! — 

Deal the heaviest blows ! 

" Strike ! Till the last nrraed foe expires ! 
Strike ! For your nliars and your fires ! 
Strike ! For the green graves of your sires, 
Gofl, and your native land !" 

When the red cloud of war shall have rolled away from our sky, and the 
thunder of artillery be hushed; when liberty, honor and law have been vin- 
dicated, and peace established on an abiding foundation, — if God spares your 
lives, we shall most gladly welcome you again to our homes and our hearts ! 
But if your ranks shall have been thinned by the foe, if any of these gallant 
forms shall have been laid in the dust ; be assured that we shall cherish your 
memories, we shall give your names the place in our hearts reserved for 
patriots and heroes, we shall recount your deeds of valor to our children's 
children; and more than all else, wc shall hope to greet you again in the 
land of eternal blessedness, where sweet peace forever smiles, aod where 
partings are unknown. 

With one consent we therefore bid you : Go forward to meet the foe ! You 
arc beckoned away by the genius of American Liberty ; you are cheered on 
by the acclarnationii of admiring thousands : you march beneath that grand 
Banner of Freedom, about which so much has been said to-day, and which 
you are commanded to display because of the truth, that the Lord's beloved 
may be delivered. 

Take with you that ancient benediction, which Aaron and his sons were ac- 
customed to pronounce over the assembled Hosts of Israel : 

'* The Lord bless thee, and keep thee : the Lord make his face shine upon 
thee, and bo gracious unto th'^c : the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace." ^ Amen. 



